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Essentially American

One of the first things that I think about when someone mentions American culture? American Diners. Those typical, retro places adorned with red-leather seats and a jukebox in the corner. That might be what we think a traditional diner looks like, but do they actually? Are they actually what we see in those Hollywood movies?

 When I talked to Victoria it became quite apparent that diners did play an important role in her life. It was the hangout place after things like football games and other social affairs. There is not, like you might think, a diner on the corner of every street in the USA. That was my perception of them before Victoria mentioned that in some places they are actually quite rare and unusual. 
As I mentioned before, we usually have quite a stereotypical view as to what a diner looks like, fed to us by those stereotypical 80’s movies. This, however not usually the case as they normally don’t have a lot of colours and have been there since the previous century without much updates, so they’re usually quite worn out with a lot of brown tones. 

Our view of the typical diner is not only caused by movies, but also by diner replicas all around the world. Victoria, however, was not very enthusiastic about those, seeing as they do try to replicate the food, but can’t really succeed. American cuisine uses a lot of food products, which are banned in the rest of the world, so that greasy, ‘diner-y’ feeling is something she has yet to find outside of the USA. 
Another thing the replicas botch are the prices. Usually, in America, diners are frequented by elderly people on fixed salaries, who can’t really afford much more. The diners can make their prices so cheap, because they choose the cheapest cuts of meat and in general, cheaper ingredients. 
From the cheap meat dishes to potato pancakes, which is Victoria’s favourite item on the menu, diners have a variety of dishes that stay (somewhat) the same in all diners. A really weird item I want to draw attention to is a float. A float is a soda drink with a scoop of ice cream in it. The first time I heard about it I was weirded out, but Victoria assured me that, even though it is super sweet, she liked it as a child. 

I think American diners are a phenomenon that we, as ‘foreigners’ will never quite get. I don’t think the diners are about the food per se, seeing as it is definitely not Michelin star quality, but more about the feeling and vibe. I think you really have to have lived it, to understand it. The same thing goes for the bizarre food that we wouldn’t even have thought about putting together, things like waffles (Americans do love their waffles) and chicken, which has those ties to racism, which is still so prevalent over there. American diners are something so typically American,  I don’t think they need to be replicated, seeing as that essence, which is most important, will never be completely imitated. It is something typically, essentially and fully American.

